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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



DEATH— A SEQUEL TO LIFE 

PART 3. — POPULAR LEGEND OF HELL. 



(By Lawrenee Broadwell.) 



A I List DM Satan l ist's, cold iiikI heartless, 

For i<» him the groaua of pain in pleasant sounds, 

And ii fria, HnHgtW»l< smile o'wpwda Ins features, 
As lie sees Inst WMiIl In million), gathered 'round. 

Ill his t'iiee indeed is pictured cruel nature, 
Which in 1 1 1 > wise helies his ancient fame, 

As ha triai out to tba furies about him, — 

"To tbl Names, my hearties, to ihe llauies!" 

Instantly, each minion quickly spring! 

To do the master's will, his own desire 

And lulling 'ttongBt the Bringing, helpless wretches, 

Begin! to hurl than forth into the Are. 

I 

Hesrt -finding screams rise on the sulphurous breezes, 
Diee rdinl shrieks and grotM of pain and fright 

Combina to form i beU-brewad scene of misery, — 

A harrowing, wretched, horrid, ghastly siglit. 



" ii; who in worldly life were wildly sinful. 

Never dreamed the time woaM aoma when they auil dwell 

In ■ dark and gruesome dung i. fool and loathsome. 

Their portion in ■ never ending hell. 

Filled with millions of these miserable compartments. 

V..wh compartment holds a wretch within its tfl n. 

Who. though ricked with torturing pains and burning hea.lache 
Must labor, fat 'tis so decreed in d 

Supplied with pick and shovel, he must delve. 

Digging aoal fron an inaxbauatihli supply. 
That shall shortly furnish fuel for lull's furnace. 
Whan sinful souls shall roast, but cannot die. 

When at last his cart is filled with latent fuel, 
Like an old. decrepid, over-burdened m ile, 
Ha pulls his load through many darksome passages, 
I'liablc to resist the [lowers that rule. 

BOOH h<- sees Haines leaping Upward in the distance, 
And at thought of the awaiting pun'shinent so dire. 
His heart in fear ami baubling, beats in terror, 
F>r he knows he can't avoid that iwftll lire. 

Nl.wly he appioaches to hell's Ii rn.ice. 

A deep dug pit that stretches n i'es away. 

From which hot blasts or spiral HaOMM • p pward. 

Tis useless now for Heaven's he'p to pray. 

Arrived, beaida this lake >f ccaieleea h r i • . 

He bagina to tbt rai aoal into i i depth, 

Thus, adding fuel to thise erual .lames cf t rturu, 

That shall carse his sold to writhe in dire distress. 
Once he allows his gfJM to Winder to a distance. 

Than from his lips than <• an a an I bared jrrotn, 

As his eyes rest < n an I gly-1 laag d crc iirre. 
Who sits up.. n a plain-carved aba* ihr.ue. 

'Tis ladaad the king of hell, the cri el Satan. 

The MtboT of man's li bles and his fall: 

Who has aqUadrOM and battalions of n yr:i id us. 
Whose delight is to obey his beck and call. 



To Satan's soul these Mgoiii/.ing cries are sweetest music; 
They form well-measured symphony in his ear; 

And as he bean Ihe ahrieki and wails of angniah, 

His sn lie bee. mes a grim, sardonic leer. 

But Satan, too, is not without his troubles; 
His soul is < ftcu limes conv Is.d with pain, 

As ai from notttfa and ears and nostrils, . 

There issues forth a bright BJld sulphurous Hume. 

A volcano in his Mill doth work and slumber; 
At intervals in peace, then lorn with wrath. 
It bursts forth with the Btrangth of a tornado. 
The awful, withering heal if lightning 'a blast. 

And so with all his minions, they in turn, 

Their souls but hurnintr cauldrons, boiling Humes, 

Must endure distilling pains, their share ..f punishment, 

For so 'twas ji stly ordered in their doom. 

Twelve hours the llamaa of hall rage namely 'midst its victims, 

Then with wildly staring eves, and mouths afoam, 

From out the burning pit Ihe sinners clamber, 

And for a few DOUr* 1 respite, -cek their dailgUWI homes. 
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BE YE NOT YOKEC TOGETHER WITH UNBELIEVERS, — BUT 
THE PRAYER CIRCLE FAILED IN SPITE OF THE 
PROPHETIC FOREWARNINGS OF HELL. 



(By .May Do al a Hoffpaalr.) 

IV r three long years tlM hithtrto p. ac. ful little village of Oil ns- 
l>ur.v had locked with storm. For three long ) an R I rend 
I'.ter Wilder !,ad hurled forth in v. otive Bundaj after Sunday 

against the destroyer of his peace, as some g-a. o!d d-u 
harks against die wolf thai attacks bll Hock. To do him just.ee. 

the it. v. Peter Wilder carncetly believed thai ha wa hoMtag bach 
from the brink of destruction precious Mali committed to hie 
charge. 

Not the least precious of tlusf was Delicto Wilder, who sat In 
the minister's pew each Sunday, her starry ,>.s died on her fath- 
ers face as she drank in his every word, accei tint ii as the oracle 
of Qod. The mi n i iter tell no anoaalnew, howei r, fcr Dellcla'a 
precious soul. One so young and pure that the "trailing clouds of 
Klory" aeemed yet reflect, d in her . yes. was felt by him to I i late 
from the wiles of Satan. Some Of the good sisters, how. v. r. a Ii 
in. t at the parsonage in tie "Prayer Circle" mo. t lugs thai had Ii en 
designed for the special pur|>ose of circumventing the Wolf, had 
Delicto uppermo t in their minds arhen the] prayed that the young 
might he delivered from the devic s of the Bvll One. 

Meanwhile, The Wolf went on hi, way seren-ly. ait' i, ding sttifly 

aod unoetentatioual) to his own bualneea, and ■needing many of ins 
leisure hours with the handful of True DnbeMevera whom he had 
organized into a Preetblnkera' Club. The wives of some of three 

Pre. thinkers joined the Prayer Circle and bold, -o ne with genuine 
distress, others with kecn.enjo.Mu.nl. of their position in the lime 
lig! t of the horrible blasphemies Ottered by their hu-bands and 

The Wolf on his visits to their bomee, Theae ooafaaaloaa of othera' 

sins usually .tided with the n quest that the Prayer Circle would 
' pra\ for nt] ih a f hit- band." 

It was one < f these watchful ladles who discov red that The 
Wolf was a writer of liooks. The re.-t laving conjectured that lie 
was an outlaw in disguise, or at lead a counterfeiter, were dis- 
tinctly disappoint, d. 

"Writes under a mm de firina.' explained the discoverer. , n- 
thualaatlc over her Bad, "l ibould think he'd be a ham d to aign 
his name to such stuff." 

"Have you seen one or his b. oks?" asked t he other* aagl rly. 

"Yes; he gave one to my husband and loaned him a inanuseript 
io r. ad. it s novels aboui ungodly people; 1 

"A manuscript that 'a>u't been pnhli h.d'" BXOtaiiaad the ntlri- 
ister's wile. "You ought t. bunt It." 

The Prayer 01 role assented rapturously. Though tie burning 
of a heretic Is forbidden In these modern, degtner.it.' days, the 
trul) pi. us man still burns his books. 

Put th. discoverer of Oerard Thoracraft'a profeaalon waa eat 
quite so eathualaatlc after he bad burn. .1 his hook ami had been 

disc, vend in li e act by hei hu-ban.l. 

"He told Mr. Tborneroft," she repeated t<> tie Prayer Circle, "ana 

he told me hell leave in. if I do Mich . thing again.' 1 
"I'd leave him if I were rou," tald the mlnleter*a wit'. , lolemnly, 

"He ye not unequally ) ( k ' d together With unbelievers." 

"Put who'd bay my clotheaT" was the practical reaponae, 
Delicta seldom attended the meetlnga of the Prayer Circle, the 
they were always held In the parsonage parlor. She preferred 
entertain the Prayer Clrcle'i bablea, uader the treei on the lawn, 

ami their WOtbON were always glad to leav them with In r. Bhe 
was a sensitive, dreamy girl, who cared little for th per chat I r 
box. s of her own age in the village, anil as beaux w.-r forbidden 
as yet by her parents, the children were ' . r in si constant 
companions. 

it was through the children that Oerard Thoracrofl Oral mel 

Del Ida He was passing the parsonage .tie dav when the Prayer 
Circle was in se> sion. ami the Wide, well shad d lawn v.v • dotted 

with groups of children, a rery small bo] bad aped DelleaVa 

watchful eye long enough to try the interest lag expertmaal of 



ic Killers 



striking a match on the sea- of his first knickerbockers. His 
Ctcthlag «aught fire, ar.d he tan sobbing to Delicto, who was fight- 
ing tin n ines unflinchingly with her bare hands, when Thora- 
crofl jumped the 1. w fence, wrapped the child In his coat, and ran 
into tlie house to phone for a doctor. The Prayer Circle ladies, 
w r. .it their kmc In the parlor, and as Thomcroft waited at the 
U 1 phone lu the hall, he heard a fervent prayer for the blaek- 
l.art.d lnltdtl w o was endeavoring to corrupt and uestroy every- 
thing that was gi od. He only smiled as h" called up the doctor 
and went his way. 

Thli Incident softened the most or'hodox heart for awhile. Even 
tie niinistt r's wife granted to The Wolf a bowing acquaint anoe 
Wltfe herself and Delicta, Put a year or two later a tragedy 
OCCanr d that drove from the gentlest heart in the Prayer Circle 
all toh ration for Th< Wolf. 

I' waa caused by an lngorsoll lecture in the city twenty niile9 
fn in Olenabary. The Freethinker! Clan went in a body, and Judge 
Lambert, th. most prominent member, Induced his wife to go with 
him, Ait. t ward, the Judge and his wife, with Oerard Thoraeraft, 
followed Ingersoll for a month from one city to another, drinking 
in his golden eloquence. Their devotion was Unexpectedly and 

delightfully rewarded by an tavKatlcu to visit nr his home. 

l)n their return. Mrs. Lambert quit tly dropped out of the Prnvt r 
Circle and all church work, anil joined the Freethinkers Club, that 
had alwaya, though unwillingly, consisted ef men only. 

The Prayer Circle foauitd with rage. To th. ir minda ti ls defec- 
tion waa unaccountable, save on the black art hypOtheaia. Could 
they sit Idly by and see their Innocent brothers and sisters en- 
snared by Kv 1 Int. lllgt noes? Perish the thought! 

It was the minister's wife who conceived the Ore*! Inspiration. 
S'nce th. re wns no way to stamp out the evil eaus. d bv Ingersoll 
and Oerard Thomcroft, why not pre van! it? 

"How?" asked the Prayer Circle, breathlessly. 

"By death,' iBWWered Mrs. Wilder, grim and merciless as an 
Inoulsitor of old. "We have tried all gi ntbr measure* and have 
tall. d. Let us now petition the Lord to eltht r conv. rl or k'll both 
of these servants of Satan." 

and the Prayer Circle considered the matter rod laid that it 
waa good I'. rv. ntly did they pray for t> . • •,. nfl > Is' coaveraiOB, 
r ail. aed lor a long time so seemly thai not even their own 
families knew of their murderous aim. As It became more widely 
known P was qu'te generally approved. 

To Detida, however, the thought was ghastlv. St., s n t In the 
hammock swung between two gnat elms. 00 the lawn, and |x".n- 
d i d. If the ladles' prayers were answ. red they would he "iir- 
derers. Their excuse — wns It not the name with Wfak' I the fathers 
of the Inquisition had justlf'cd their hideous o- t.es of b!" >d and 
torture? 

Ii is a bitter moment for a horn' -shelter "! girl nlr i: aha hirst 
Bad* herself forced to condem'i the notion* "f h"r ifWU *n ther. 
The w rid se. ins totter tig on Weakened founda Ion* Pell. da font d 

h. rat if longing to discuss this quatrkm rtth Pha Wolf. Those 

char, dart eves could ureh < ■ rbfOMgn weightier problem*. 

She watched Iba st .a t acraer around Which i'ho Wolf ustnllv 
came en his way homeward, after the aft.rno-ui mail was dU 
irfhuted at the village oftl"e. it was nearlv tini" for Mm t » pass. 
Per h ana he would stop foi a 'vome r. Several ttiW'l lately he h»<i 
while he told some bit 'f news r gave her Hewers fr un his garden 
or ofeo'ce fruits to "divide With the kids." Her pan tits had not 
Interfered, Tor in their eyes Dell da was still a child. 

Put today, whan tit laal Oerard Thoracrofl appeared ail thought 

of the Prayt r Circle was driven from Polloia's mind for she saw 
at a glance that great tears were atraamlng down all face and 
ra'Mng unheeded on the open letter in his hand. 

She rise ImpUialvely and Weal toward him. hating over th* 
fence as lie appfoac' od and holding out both hands as if to r. sen.- 
him from unknown danger. He tool , ne baud for an instant only. 
The street was quiet and d< sorted, but he rem. mb red the eyei 

i hat m'gbl he at windows 

•Mv beat friend is dead,' he answered to bar l. ok ef dlatreaaed 

ii qulry, "M v best frit nd Is dead " 

I am so sorrv." her rotcc was tremulous with svmpathv. 
"He was a friend to all mankind." the young man said. "You 
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have heard foul Mrs about him and will hoar worse, for any jackal 
is brave < nough to howl at a dead lion but rum tuber this, Rob* r. 
Ingersoll had a brother's love for all the human race." 

"Ingersoll!" The girl shrank back, white faced, h- r eyes w:d* 
with horror. 

The man turned away, biting his Hp to k< tep back a harsh word, 
not for her, but for the superstitions that enchained b< r. 
"Wait!" she gasped; "I must tell you." 

He waited, unwillingly, tor he thought she wished to convert him. 
"They did it," the girl said solemnly. "They killed Ingersoll.' 
"Who?" 

"The Prayer Circle. They will kill you. They are praying at 
this moment." the girl shuddered, "for IngersoP's death and youra." 

Sometimes in the niMst of d ce pee l grief oomM sudden Irresl ti- 
ble laughter. Those to whom it comes but once, unawares, are 
OCtn puzzled and ashamed, but those who pass through BMMh pall 
and danger, sometimes barn to cultivate the power to laugh, and 
prize ii ;is one of the best gifts of the gods. 

(b rard Thorncroft threw liack his h< ;id and laughed. His whole 
great frame shook with convulsive explosions, until he clutched 

the tenet tor rapport 

"I beg your pardon." he gasped, as Dclirla's white face slowly 
crimsoned. "It Is very kind of you to warn me." 

"I d< n't think I understand your point of v'ow." she >nld, bewil- 
dered; "do you think the Lord won't aaawei wicked pra>crs?" 

• They've told you God is love, haven't the] ? 

"Yes." 

"Well, how ceuld a Cod of love become an ex< cutloner at the 
beck and call of his < anti-mortals' whites'."' 

"I thought you de n't l>elieve there is a Cod?" 

"I don't. I'm merely pointing out their inconsistency." 

"They don't know Ingersoll was a good man." I) Mela said, In 
extenuation. "Won't you come In ud U II them?" 

"They won't listen." Hut he vaulted 'he Knee and went tO> the 
parsonage with Heliela. An author can s' Me m resist the tempta- 
tion to put human nature 'o any available test. 

They stood at the parlor door and listened to the last 'enter'-, ■ 
of a vengeful prayer. As the ladles roRe from their knees they 
wire were startled by those two accusing faces. 

"Your prayer Is answered." said Thonicrofi, solemn'). "In- 
gersoll 's dead.'' 

•Thank Cod!" echoed the Prayer Circle. 
Thank Ciod!" crh d Mrs. Wild. r. 



"Mother?" tr'ed ivilcln. her voice shaken by a strange, new 
anger. - You are eruel — cruel!" 

"Delltia!' said her mother |1 rnly, "It is Cod who has answered 
our prayer." 

•I d m beHave it." said Delieia. "I'd sooner be'ieve there is 
no Cod." 

T Pi r ' ■ ■ ' • i ■hooked hands, aghast. Her mother 
stepped forward, c ommandipgly. 

"indicia, go to \our r. om!" she siid. "Mr. Thorncroft, leave 
my DOOM. You BTe deliberately Melting to had my daughter 
astray. You have poisoned her inm rent mind — " 

'He hasn't." OOBtradlcted Pel ci;i. Ibitly. 'He never said a word 
sboai r» ligii n till today, and I wi nt out of mv way to speak to him." 

"O. you admit running after him. Miss Impudence — " 

The minister*! wife was qalte beside herself with rage, for the 
meek and gentle 1>( llcia had never "talked back" to her before. 

' Ma k m. said Ce rard ThoriK soft, sternly, "you shail not insult 

> our daughter la m) preacnoa." 

"Then h ave my house, as 1 ordrred you to do. I'll talk as I 
please to my own daughter." 

The girl ht-ink from her mother, and turned to Thorncroft with 
I | saoe ol unconscious :<; p« :>1 and the desire k ng hidden in his 
heart, spok suddenly from h4s tips: 

"Hellcin.' he sa!d. "you can never have eny peace under this 
roof. Won't you come to mine ?" 

"Seducer!" thliekeBd Mr*. Wilder. "You dare insult my daughter 
opi nly ?" 

i daro marry your daughte r oiienly," said The nicroft. "Arc 
you eighteen yet. Delieia?" 
"Yes." 

"Then come." 

B1 ■ slipped her hand in his, trustfully, rid turned to go. 

re not unequally yoked tocetber with unbeltev r--." her 
mother shrieked after tier, warnlogty. "if >'>u dlsobej so plala a 

command, how can you eaotpi 'hp damnation of hell?" 

"I el* n't care to escape, ' said He'ic a. serenely, ' If he drn't." 

Tie Prayer Circle who w aid kill beretles stood en the parson- 
age Veranda sad Watched t'lc ft'ireM. lamb Of the-l- fold going down 
the Irene! beside The' Wolf. The lrte. red un-ll"ht fell across her 

aneovei i bronac-browa hair nni the simple blue inen that must 
serve her n h< r wedding dr< ss. bnce .^hc turned her face partly 
toward them as she want, and they snw on it the Instinctive, utter 
confidence <>f r. eh Id In !' mother's arms. 
Hatter, Te nn. 
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What FrecJ.ii.ke.s Miet Do if They C 
t 3 Bp .the Th-olonleal 
Church. 

(By J, C. Watklns.) 

It should be the aim of freethinkers and 
of atl who believe in the right of private' 
judgment and liberty of e xpression io be 
educational and const ructiw. as well as 
iconoclast if. 

It is the province of Freetln light no; 
only to di-iiiolish error, but to build up and 
foster truth. It is not charitable nor be- 
neficent to break people 's lalse Images 
and to show the falsity of their balle Is, 
unless we give ihem others that are truer 
and bitter. 

it has often been charged agalnat Free- 
thought that it seeks to deetroy established 

beltofl and institutions, but elves nothing 
that is be tter adapted to the needs of the 
world In the; place of them. This is not 
strictly true, though in the past the e'fforls 
of Freethought have b°en mostly dire cted 
to assailing errors of bi'lle'f. This has been 
DO0< ssary and is still necessary, for people 
must be convinced that their beliefs are 



none on before th r, y will oven cons .b r 
the duty ir expediency of accepting those 
.ire' BON rational. Hut the time ha i 

c cme when it is naeeaenry for the laadera 
In the Kroetliought movement, not only to 

orgaalae more thoroughly for the purpose 

i I e any ing on tills work, but to give to 
the World something m place or theology 
and the church. 

What wa waul in the first place, is more- 

knowledge— snore rational beliefa— a high- 
er standard of morality nnd a larger • I • v< ' 
opmi lit of human tarianlsm. W I'll all its 
errors e>f belief, it must be admitted that 

the Church is doing much good. Many of 
the p'opb an' better than their oread and 

are; trying to follow the' Coition Hub'. Ne>t 
only this, but multitudes are deriving much 

be in fit and consolation from their roltglou. 

\V«' believe that the majority of professing 
Christians are honest In their beliefs, and 
conscientious In the ir conduct. All that 
this class of people need is to be shown 
that it Is living the good life and deilng 
^e» d deeda, espe cially to the'r fellnw be- 
Ings, that soVOfl them, and that it Is not 

aeceaaary to believe contrary to reason in 



ordc r to be moral ami upright In life; that 
there Is no virtue in mere firms and ccre- 
UU lei I, and that gOOd con due; Is more im- 
portant than accuracy of theological be- 
lie f or membarahip In. ■ eh arch, 
i balieve there are thouaanda of good 

people in tin churches w o do not bedlevo 
In the creeds nor In many of the theolog 
leal dogmas of the Church. — hut they want 
te> be bing to sum ;ii ng, lo be' in fellowship 
With ethers whe> see OB to be' Irving to do 
ii lit and so the y teuiain in the Church 
1 •• <-.i ust» there li no other organized in- 
stitution with which they can identify 
• In in.-,' I ve s. Many would join the I'nltar- 
ians. but 1'nltarian OhUWbas an- not found 
everywhere, Many would identify them- 
selves with Liberal or Pre .'thought socl- 
' t ' -•. I. in ih.Hi- societies are' found only in 
the cities or large^r centers of population, 

and are at t available' tor skeptical church 

mm b is nor for avowed Kre-'thinkers and 
n n church goers In the country and small 

towns. 

It la to be ' opnd that In the future there 
Will be- local Liberal soelot e s MtabU had 
■ill over the' country, just as the churches 
now are. 

Kanawi i rails, w. Va. 
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Reply to an Article in the Humanitarian 
Re v i w from the Pen of John 
Maddock on Materialist 
Mental Att.tudes. 



(By J. Frantz, California State :-Acr. tary 
ana .National Lecturer.) 

la mw lo Mr. John Maddock, I wish 
lo state thai lie too, like Prof. Jamieson. Is 
som. what mstaken In regard lo the Mater- 
ialist l'hilo.uph> and the Materialist A- 
soclaiion e specially, by considt t ins it nar- 
row aud unphilosophlcally dogmatical. 

He says: It is narrow because no one 
is allowed to join the society unless he will 
subscribe to the no-god nor-fut uiv-l: le prop- 
osition." What does Mr. Muidoe-U > xpect 
us to do? Accent any narrow creed or 
dogma? Acc< pt those who have not sense 
enough to distinguish the difference be- 
t we en a fact and a table? .,< c. pi those 
that are so Ignorant that they s: ill cling 
hi to the same old superstitious, non- 
comprehensible myths which ti.clr unrea- 
sonable, non-developed, poor. Innocent 
brain pictures before tin in: No, ne, not 
we. We are a different class of men aim 
women, although of the same kind of 
material, but not of the m reasoning 
faculties. What we want are those that 
think our way, and as to UwM who think 
otherwise, they have their ewn societies 
and are a: liberty to join any they see lit. 

As Lo his assertion, "That all the above 
ure Materialist although not being mem- 



bers of the Materialist Association,' is 
cemeerued, 1 w.sh to Itatfl that also iu this 
he is gre.Uly misiakeu. in this mauuer of 

raaaoniag he may as wall state that an 

animals MM Materialists. Uut he cau still 
go further ti.au that, and assert that all 
v eg. tables, in fact, ail that Is iu existence 
are Materialists, because it Is all matter, 
and it would therefore bil narrow-uiind- 
i dm . s lo not aciept tin .-..- iis members of 

i ne Materlalleu Association. 

Hut lure is where 1 want Mr. Maddock 
to do a Utile roasouiug, — make use of some 
of his May matter. On litis point 1 want 
him to give attention and allow his brain 
I » I hanee to develop. 

No doubt, >ou are a learned man to some 
•Kteat and probably •tailed many sciences. 
Have \ou studied asironomy. geology, 
chemistry, botany, zoology, physiology, 
natural history, etc? If jou have, have 
\ou ever stopped to think, reason and use 
your judgment about What you have read? 
Have you considered these sciences as 
coming from nieu who have labored all 
their lives to bring the sciences up to the 
standard of their ureal ness, considering 
th. age they have existed In? Or do you 
consider those sciences as coining from 
si mo unknown sourer- .' And alter study- 
ing all the above sciences, have you stud- 
ied voiir naiural surroundings in connec- 
tion with them, etc? If so, then let me tell 
><ni, Mr. IC&ddock, that you are a Mater- 
ialist in the full sense of the word. 
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Uut, whaL is a Materialis: I A Ualeiial- 
is to uii knowledge is a nuuiau being 

i. oaaess.ng Um higlicei developed uraiu ot 
lay pieseul existing being ou Ibis planet. 
Materia. i.- is are wen and women who ihniK 
and reason,— luosc *uo are not afraid to 
lliNebllgale. A Materialist is the highest 
order ol u.e animal kingdom. Iu tact, the 
highest, of all the humanists iu existence. 
A Materialist is lie or she who reads, 
minks, observes, reasons, investigates ev- 
ery side ot every question, extracts the 
UfMM of ail great MM nces by all the great 

ii. m and women; condenses them into uia- 
t. rial taeis, then derives his knowledge 
worn them. A Materialist is he who ob- 
M rves ins naiural surroundings and cou- 
nt els i!i< m Wltfc ins other sludus, then 
eieai.es peiieeiloii. A Materialist is he who 
destroys the aupe matUfal, imaginary 
■truettttM , and instead builds solid ioun- 
tlaiiou upon solid grounds with solid cou- 
nt i e materials that will stand forever, 
toucn is a Mate riaiisi to my understanding, 
and he who ihiuks othei wise is '.he opp> 
siu ol Materialist. 

Ad that is in the [Jill Tt WW is mailer, — 
material; and a Materialist is ihe result of 
all thai is. To be a Materialist it requires 
a good, developed brain, great intellecluai- 
n>, a puie .-tsiem ana a heallay good phy- 

■ieal body. Ves, ptrtaeUoa to the highest 

. xu in possible. 

lie farther slates: it is not division but 
umey thai is needed. Well, well, this Is 
just wliai we want; we are alter this unity 
ourselves, but jou, afraid of a truth, tremb- 
ling individuals, tie. ii I understand us. You 
.t.e sii.l dtubtful about the uou-exisieuce 
of nou-eMsiiUg. incomprehensible myths; 
you still cling on to Hie same old supersti- 
tious aud BU thological, visionary charac- 
ter^ and then you accuse us Materialists 
Of being dogmatical and narrow. How 
do >ou expect us to accepi yuu as a mem- 
ber ot an organization of people with in- 
toUoetOaUtl which >ou uguosUcs, spirit- 
ualists, ne-., cannot eompreheud? 

Ves, wo want you all, bui not lu that state 
ol mind. We waul you to come up to the 
same' siandard of thought, understand all 
i lit re' is to be understood according to the 
age i | knowledge we are existing in. Liase 
your theories upon facts; think your 
Lkoogktl logioallyi use plain, common 
•ense; Inveatlgate every subject scieutitie- 

ally, and more than all. re'ason, reason and 
reason; then you will be thorough Mater- 
ialists; i hen we will accept >e>u as mem- 
In re, but not until then. 

We know that you Nationalists differ, but 
we Miitt rialists di n't differ. A fact cannot 
be a table! a met remains a fact; two and 
two cannot make five; a I ruth cannot b" a 
li>': a god is not a thing: a thing is not a 
godi eleath is not life'; ami life' is not death, 
■omethlng is not nothing, etc., etc. 

He further says that "Harmony cannot 



6 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



be reached by authority." Where does 
our authority come in? We don't compel 
you to join us. It is you Who is using au- 
thority over us. It is you who Is trying to 
force your Ignorance on us. You are be- 
hind the times, friend. You belong to the 
past generations, and we cannot, therefore, 
harmonize with you, unless you are able to 
do a little more reasoning. 

He further states: "That there is no an- 
throponn rphlC god. ' Hut If god is not an- 
thropomorpbio, what then is he, or she? Is 
he love? Love cannet be in existence un- 
less it is in some living creatine which has 
some form. Is god Intelligence? Intelli- 
gence cannot exist outside of a brain, but 
a brain receiveg the Intelligence througn 
the living being's struggle for existence, 
and through the desire for perfection and 
propagation. 

When the earth was In its molten state, 
then WM DO possible Chanoe for intelli- 
gence to exist. Intelligence must come 
througn evolution. Intelligence requires 
a brain to evolute. A brain requires a sys- 
tem; a system requires a body, and a body 
must be anthropomorphic, or some other 
shape. If it is not anthropomorphic, ani- 
mal or some other living form, then it has 
not the above named qualities, and if it has 
not the above named qualities it has no in- 
telligence, and a god without intelligence 
cannot be a god. If god is a material 
form, we ought to be In a position to Bee 
him. If he is far distant from us. we could 
Keren! bJl presence through the aid of our 
powerful telescopes. Has any astronomer 
reveal' d his presence? Why, no! If he 
is on another planet, then what good is he 
to us? If he Is not good to us, what good 
is he to the others? If god is on mM 
planets, then all planets must have some 
no4i. If this be a fact, then where is our 
god. the god of this planet? If it Is not a 
fact, it must be a fable, and a fable we are 
not In a i>ositlon to accept. No, no, not 
unless we lose our senses. 

As to the "Infinite ruling power,' I see 
no MM in thin I can only see unconsci- 
entious, purposeless, scopebss manifesta- 
tions in the whole universe as far as my 
sight «-an reach, and what Is beyond this 
cannot be otherwise or any different than 
tie kind of substance, or any way you wish 
to call It according to it- proper definitions, 
only that they are in different shapes and 
forms, as nothing in existence can bo 
equal. Tills alone ought to be sufficient 
proof of the unconscientlousness, non-ex- 
istence of the Infinite ruling power or god 
whicn you take such great delight In nam- 
ing him. her or it. 

You say we cannot give you "sufficient 
evidence of the non-existence of gods and 
future life." How do you wish the evirh un- 
to be brought to you? Do you wish us to 
create a god and then destroy him and 



bring him to you to show the non-existence 

of his existence, or do you want the non- 
exisiing existence to come down and dem- 
onstrate his nou-existt nee? Is not the 
fact that we cannot tmell, taste, hear, fee! 
nor see him, her or it. sufficient proof of 
his iion-t xistence? Is it not a fact that he 
is not here, there, nor anywhere, sullied nt 
proof of his non-existence? Then what 
more evidence do you want? If you claim 
that then is such a thing in existence, it 
is your place to prove it. I am read\ f r 
your convictions, and furthermore, I will 
become a follower of now theories. i> m 

not this prove fair to you? 

As to the futuie lift proposition, I posi- 
tively assure you that there Is no such 
thing in existence, unless y. n mean a fu- 
ture life for the future gi n< raticn and the 
m nerat ions following them. If tills is 
what you mean by a future life for those 
that are living today, no future life for you. 
me or anybody else; no future life for the 
past generations unless you look at it this 
way, that their decayed bodies disintegrate 
and enter the air, which we breath) , and 
we thus sustain our lives through the as- 
sistance of past generations. Taking that 
standpoint, which is a fact, then the sub- 
stance of the past generations must be in 
everything and everywhere; then the pres- 
ent life composed of all living and dead 
matter, human, animal, vegetable, rocks, 
trees, the oceans, the air, and all is ac- 
cording to this theory, composed of the 
pasi generations, which Is heri by a change 
of form. In this future life that you are re- 
ferring to, you don't mean to say that l/fc r 
the human or the animal body l as boon 
placi d In the grave, this in' grating will 
after this appear In the same shape or 
form on some other planet, or somewhere 
else In space? And wh< re does the law 
of gravity come in? 

San Francisco, Cal. 



TO THE CHAPLAIN. 

(By John. F. Clarke.) 
Chaplain Al hath a merry face, 

Thai mahetfa sadness flee: 
So piously lie saith his grace, 

Without a crook in his knee. 

His sermons all an preached in whit-, 
And saint he turns to sinner: 

His verses run in numbers trite. 
And each one is a winner. 

Of Sweet Marie . of me, he ask'd— 

If I. her, yi I remember. 
In dream smiles of April's ghost sin' bask'rl 

—The kid came in December. 

The ghost was sent from heaven's throne. 

To deal in sexual pelf; 
In godly lust was Father prone 



To reproduce himself. 

And thou, go; d chaplain, didst attend 
At this jjreat reproduction — 

A star then lit our way, to wend 
We wise men to the ruction. 

Tlx stable well do I recall: 
We said there was some danger — 

I>est a Are break out, in the stall. 
And roast Christ In the manger. 

You. Kid and' I. — we three were there, 
And three wise guys were we: 

A first-rate trinity to stare 
At what there should be to see. 

So why should ever I forget 
The events roo speak about? 

Wm make you chaplain, sans regret. 
Of that, there can be no doubt. 

Arlington. Md. 



From a Stalwart Freethinker. 

CRANBERRY CENTO, WIS — Please find 
enclosed one dollar and a half ($1.50) for 
which give me credit on my subscription to 
the BUde the boat liberal paper I have ever 
read. 

\ bout a month ago I sent you twenty-five 
ce nts and four nddresses to send the Thomas 
PntaS ls-ue to: but I have reason to believe 
that you did not get my letter for I have 
visited my son at Camp Douglas and he had 
not received it. If you have sent them 
pinnae let me know If one of them sub- 
scribed. I ■end >ou also an article If it 
might be called such, rather a gag on th" 
Gospel Triumph, to which, my wife sub- 
scribed a fen months ago to please a fellow 
neighbor. If you find any merit in it print 
win n you can find space for It. The little 
girl Is just busy too, with her letter to you. 
I told bar we better start, a paper of our own. 

Best wishes to the Blade. 

J. W. KRITSCHKK. 



They Are Not In Print. 

BXCEL8IOR wis Kind enclosed on* 

dollW and a half <|l.. r >0) to set me ahead 
one more year, hoping to live that much 
longer so thai 1 can finish up a light (a* 
W. B. Morgan please to call It) with a 
prenober that was commenced last fall on 
the Sunday rest. Can you or some friend 
rurnlsb ma all the blue laws of Massachu- 
setts and ConneotiCUtt (Sunday laws) would 

like them in pamphlet or in the Blade. We 
should all take a hand In fighting this Sun- 
dn? law. Don't leave it. all for the Advents 
to do fours for truth, morality and human- 
ity.— J, S. Mc-KKNNKY. 
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FUNERAL OF A BLADE SUBSCRIBER 



Editor Suddenly Called To Perform Last 
Sad Rites over George T. Johnson at 
Rogers Gap, Kentucky. 

Was a Fast Friend of the Late Editor Moore. 



The afternoon of Sunday, April 4, it be- 
came the sad duty of th< Blade's Editor '.> 
deliver a funeral address over the body of 
Oeorgo T. Johnson, of Rogers Chip, in Boott 
county, Kentucky. He was <>n<' ol the lirs' 
and original subscribers of the Blue Grass 
Blade, a Una friend of Its founder and 
former Editor, a true and staunch Free 
thinker, who will live throughout the yes*1 
to come in the hearts of all WOO knew Mm 
for Ids kindly deeds and charitable mini 
t rations to the poor, the uci d) and distress 
ed. He died April 2, in the house wherein 
ho first saw the light of day. t',:! years 0* 
age, and 300 friends came from far and near 
to attend the obsequies and pay their sweet 
respects to the memory of the beloved dead. 

Telephone communication on the day be 
fore the funeral made us acquaint' d Willi 
the fact of Brother Johnson's death, and 
that he bad made It his last request that 
the Kditor should attend and conduct the 
funeral. Leaving Lexington on an Inter- 
urban car for Georgetown, and accompanied 
by Bdwia I. Gordon, we were net With a 
hack at the place named and a drive of 
ten miles brought us to the afflicted home. 
Friends and acquaintance- began to nth f 
at an early hour. On all sides could be 
board words of tribute ami ! igh praise foi 
the personal character of the deceased. His 
deatli was regretted by all. Owing to such 
a large crowd being presi nt ii was impos- 
sible to hold the services in the house and 

a rather high wind previ ated the ceremonlei 
all being hdd at the grave . A ; I last re- 
sort the casket was brought out upon Up- 
front iKirch, around It sat the members of 
his family, and the big crowd asssmbli d 
on the lawn, among the flowers ami shrubs 
to listen to whatever might be said. 

Although it is now impossible to remem- 
ber all that was said in an impromptu 
funeral address, an effort is made to furnish, 
at least, a synopsis thereof ,as follows: 
"A!y Friends— 

We meet here this day beneath the blue 
vault of a boundless sky, in the bright sun 
shine and amid the songs of birds, but with 
heavy hearts, our hearts being Riled With 
sympathy for these whose sot rows we now 

reverently share. We have met to pay th • 

last tribute of affection and to perform the 
last sad act of love toward him who no v 
lies wrap) in quiet sli ep. We have met 'n 
take the last look upon the face and form 
we have known, honored, loved and p 



spected in life, but who must now soon 
mingle with the dust. 

Our frluid did not fear death. Conscious 
of a human duty fully done he feared not to 
face the future, knowing that to all who have 
life, death must come. In his practical. 
t very -day philosophy he saw no good reason 
to indulge in fear of the wrath of an angr<- 
god. angry because his great Intellect and 
mind could not be brought to believe in 
him, and he died as he had lived, true to his 
principles and true to the world as well as 
to himself. He knew that men live by dteds 
and not by cr. eds. He knew that human 

character, built upon the golden foundations 

of kindness and love, weighed more in the 
balanc. than awn professions of belief, and 
your presence here today will stand as a 
far better roooumon I to his moral and 
manly worth than either marble or bronze. 
Through all his life, he cheerfully accorded 
to others the same rights and privileges he 
wished to enjoy for himself and those he 
loved. His home was his temple, these hills 
and vnlleys gave him his inspiration, wife 
and children became the objects of his con- 
stant devotion. At the age of sixty-three 
death has touched his tired heart and he 
now sleeps forever In that ileep which will 

know no awakening, and In the repose of 
which there Is no personal future. His race 
is run. His journey is o'er. 

\\e encounter superstition at the ren 

dawn of our existence. It is with us at the 
cradle. It follows us all through the uncer- 
tain paths of our lives, and too often male s 
its presence ft It ill the grave. Hut our de- 
parted friend heeded it not. He disregarded 
the false bribe of heaven, and gave open 
expression to his contempt for the supposed 
tortures of hell. He loved right for right's 

own take, for the Inherent virtue that lies 

in a good act. He did good because it was 
good and not for hope of reward or fear of 
punishment. He lived right and knew that 
by so-doing he eovld die right. He km W 
that men's beliefs or professions of beliefs 
could not alter one fact in Nature. ffa 
knew that belief would not Create god and 
he knew that If did god exist all the unbelii f 

in the world could not remove Mm from the 

universe. 

The great clock of time WbOSS seconds 
lick centuries. whOSS minutes aTS ages mi l 
WbOSS Soon are Stent Hies, is slowly run- 
ning down. Kach second its pendulum stops 

nearer ths csnter of eternal rest, and ao ; i 
will continue until ths whole of Nature hai 

been rt BOlVl d back to that atomic, primeval 

forest from which it sprang. As ws stand 

by the side of this casket, gazing Upon the 

,i< id. let at ri sohe to render sweeter Md 

to Hi.' living, to do as our friend has done, 
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pluck out the weeds that encumber the soli 

of happiness and plant a flower wherever 
a flower will grow. Let us not forget tha* 
every hour we misspend. Is forever losr 
We cannot recall the past. Upon the past 
not fiea ven itself has power. Our departed 
friend is now beyond our help, hut we can 
helji the living. Would you cherish the 
memorj of Mm who is gone, then emulate 
him for his was a life worthy of it to the 
fullest measure. 

My pn I SB OS here today, in fulfilment of 
his last request, is to give testimony to the 
honesty of his life, the truth of his intel- 
lectual position upon the creeds, and to 
offer that consolation to his sorrowing fam- 
ily which c omes from the knowledge that he 
Is now beyond the reach of sorrow and pain 
It Is not true that the good men do die 
with them, for in the life of him who now 
lies before us in the cold embrace of death, 
there was much that will kt ep his memory 
green and offer an inspiration to all Who 
knew him to go and do as he would have 
done. 

At the Grave. 

Following the address the funeral cortege 
wended its way to the summit of a cedar 
ctowned hill on the farm place, where within 
a small enclosure the body was laid to res'. 
As the casket was loweit d and a bank of 
beautiful flowers laid thereon, the following 
words were said: 

"Now. into the arms of Nature, our uni- 
versal Mother and our flnal Home, we con- 
sign thee. Free forever from the trials of 
life, free from the tears of sorrows and of 
pain. Sleep forever beneath Summer's gold- 
Mi dawn, in Autumn's chilling frost and in 
Winter's shroud of snow. Sleep beneath 
the sunlight, the starlight and (he moon- 
light. Best, sweet rest. Sleep, eternal 
sleep. A long, last, and forever, farewell.' 



Extends Congratulat ons. 

BATDRN, COLO. — I wish to improve this 
opportunltj of a I pi OSalllg my high appreci- 
ation of 1 he Blade, aud of congratulating 

you on the brilliant success you are making 
of it. Wishing you all Blade readers bap 
Pin. ss and prosperity, 1 am .1. Ii. (i.VMitll.l 



Proves His Faith. 



CKOVKSVILI.K, TEXAS.- As I have tail 

ed to pel another subscriber 1 send you 
check tor three dollars ($8.00) in effect is 
equivalent to doubling your subscription 
1 want the Blade to live. 1 would be so 
pleased if you would visit. Texas on a lectur- 
ing tour aud preach for ii* a week 

J. ti. HARI V 
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CHRISTIAN v. CATHOLIC. 



While a friend has written us asking that we un- 
dertake to explain what difference, it' any, there be 
between a Christian and a Catholic, they are very 
much alike, in that both are a danger and a menace 
to the free institutions of a people among whom they 
acquire unrestricted rights and privileges. The 
Catholic goes at it in a purely business — like way by 
making political trades with the heads of govern- 
ment, but the Protestant is the more tyrannical of 
the two. 

While it is historically true that the Roman Cath 
olic church was the first great body of politically 
organized Christianity, yet there were small bodief 
and groups in different parts of Palestine, and even 
in Rome, the more or less meeting in secret, calling 
themselves Christians and of whom the historians 
of that age do not speak with very high regard. 
Prior to the accession of Constantine the Christian* 
were very few in number, of a very low class of the 
people, lacking intelligence and many of the higher 
moral virtues. There were groups at Antioch, in 
Thessaly, and about the middle of the second century 
they entered Rome. They were soon compiled how 
ever to meet in secret and for many years they 
existed as a sort of outlawed body, but by persistent 



propaganda they increased in numbers owing to 
the cheap and easy scheme of salvation offered for 
wrongs done by them. Many accepted the strange 
doctrines as a religion of convenience and this fact 
is borne out by the expression of Constantine, who, 
after having committed a number of murders, refused 
to be baptized in the new faith until just before he 
was called on to shuffle off this mortal coil, declaring 
that be would make this sort of an atonement for all 
his sins at one and the same time. The presumption 
being that in his mind lay the suspicion that he would 
commit other sins after baptism which could not be 
affected thereby, and when he underwent the spir- 
itual washing he wanted to make a clean job of the 
whole nefarious business. 

Historically these groups, or societies, antedated 
the Roman Catholic church, but it was from these 
that the latter was built. Not until the Christian sects 
were granted political recognition in the * Roman 
Empire did the Catholic church come into existence, 
but taking its component parts into consideration 
it was able to claim, and did claim, a direct succession 
from Peter, although it is by no means certain that 
Peter ever saw Rome, much less was he the first occu- 
pant of the papal throne. And yet, from the year 3l>f) 
down to the sixteenth century, tliat is for thirteen 
hundred years, it was the only Christian church 
known to history and it has handed down the myths 
and superstitious, with innumerable colorings of a 
personal character to the Protestant organizations of 
our own day. We realize that the modem Christians 
claim that this was not real Christianity ,but it was 
the only Christianity then in existence, and the only 
channel through which modern Christianity could 
travel. 

The apostles creed, like papal infallibility, is an in- 
vention of priestcraft for the subjugation of the 
masses, and the strangest item in this connection is 
that seemingly intelligent men and women still pro- 
fess to believe in both. 

It is true that the Catholic, church has a bible differ- 
ing from that of the Protestant church. The latter 
accept! the Latin, or King .James version adopted by 
the Council of Westminister. The former has what 
is known as the Donay version adopted by the Coun- 
cil of Trent. The Donay version contains more 
alleged sacred hooks than the King James version. 
The old testament portion contains the books of the 
Maccabees and others, held by the Protestant world 
to be uncanonicnl, and it also contains in its new 
testament the gospel of infancy and other Inioks, now 
discarded by the Protestant world. 

W'e have said that If there is any difference, to 
use a common expression, they are lioth alike, and 
Protestant tyranny is even more virulent than Cath 
Olic conspiracy. The rabid attempts of Protestant 
ism to throttle human liberty in America has dou« 
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more to bring Christianity into popular contempt 
than all the machinations of Home. The latter plays 
for high stakes, the former is petty and exacting in 
minor details. If liberty is to be destroyed it can 
make but little difference whether it be at the in- 
stance of Protestantism or Catholicism. And yet il 
is true that no church can ever expect to gain re- 
spect through persecution. It ma> compel a lip- 
service but it cannot drive love and respect into the 
hearts of men with a maul. The day inevitably conies 
when men weary of a heartless, presumptuous and 
cruel creed. Then they rise in revolt. The stronger 
the repression has been the fiercer the explosion. If 
it be true that "pride goeth before a fall," then Prot- 
estantism in America is preparing to hit the ground 
and hit it mighty hard. , 

The fact that the Pope of Pome resides in a sort 
of a palace and is continually guarded by soldiers, is 
no more Inconsistent than for Protestant bishop.-, and 
archbishops to strive to imitate him. The one is but. 
a copy of the other. The pope keeps to his palace 
because the people of Italy will not allow him to 
venture beyond the enclosure of the Vatican grounds 
He is a prisoner from necessity, not from choice 
Coercion always breeds rebellion and the religious 
tyrannies of the past have brought such a fearful 
reaction that all Christendom is quaking and tremb- 
ling on the verge of destruction. As Freethinkers 
we can be no respecter l>etween the different element - 
of orthodoxy. An intolerant Protestant is as dan 
gerons to human welfare as an intolerant Catholic. 
Place both on a level and aim our shafts of truth and 
thunderbolt! of logic at all who would trottle liberty 
and convert the American republic into a religions 
hierarchy. 

ROME INVADING OUR LIBERTIES. 

Bishop Matz, of Denver, Colorado, in a pastoral letter 
addressed to and read in the Roman Catholic churches of 
his diocese, has delivered himself of a tirade against di- 
vorce and Socialism, in America, and pretends to see 
therein only gross immoralities, racfa as are, in his opinion, 
calculated to bring about the downfall of the republic. 
From a casual reading of the newspaper reports of bis let- 
ter, it is evident that Bishop Mat/ inclines to the belief 
that divorce is a product of the teachings of Socialism alone. 

After insisting that only a return to "Christian prin- 
ciples" will save ibis nation from rushing pell-mell to the 
bow-wows, the agent of the Vatican declares: 

"Wo will find ourselves exactly in the same position as 
France before the revolution, when Cod was dethroned on 
the altar of Notre Dame ami His place filled by the goddess 
of reason in the form of a naked woman. The guillotine 
did the rest. Let. DS not deceive ourselves; history only 
repeat! itself, and this is the history of die world for 6,000 
years." 



Put what was the condition ol France "before" the rev- 
olution, to which this Roman representative directs atten- 
tion? It was an era of lust and licentiousness in which 
the olergV and nobility were the principal participants. 
Both were tarred with the same brush. Both subsisted 
upon i lie people ami piled upon them one burden after 
.Hi' ther, until the deluge came ami swept tho orgie-hunters 
tram power. W hat womier, then, that the people, ignor- 
ant ttud ill fed, famished and only half clad, should turn 
rrom one excess tp another: They had the examples of 
ibe clergy and nobility before them, and though an excess 
>f riot and bloodshed followed, it was manipulated by the 
party of Role>pierro, himself a believer, and his canaille, 
the Jacobins, were also believers. At no time did the 

French people, during that tUmultUOUS period, reject a be- 
lief in god as a national pi ceding, but tha Girondist 

party, which WSS the Atheist party, sought to arrest the 
bloodshed, many of them losing their own li. ads for the 

effort, and Robespierre continued it until his own bead fell 

into the basket The horrors of that eventful epoch came 
ai a result of too much compliance l" and win Christian 
principles, an undertaking which the Romish Church 
would like to fasten upon the American people. -Not for 
any love entertained for them, but that they may be 
brought to a recognition ami support of the Romish Church. 

The Bishop's tirade against divorce i- but an echo of the 
Vatican, and a following out of the mandates issued by 
papal decree. It is almost certain that if no such decree 
liao been issued by the Pop' r ,n Romish priest in America 
would have inveighed against divorce. Assuming UM 
right to interfere with and prevent the exercise of the 
right of private judgment, the church, and especially that 
of Rome, invariably employs that right, if right it mav 
be called, to subjugate the people and confer upon the 

priesthood a greater power and authority over them. But 

all pspal 'decrees are arbitrary and will l>c set said*, sus- 
pended and held inoperative for the wealthy class which 
has money enough to purchase an indulgence therefor, a 
proceeding which is denied to the poor. Like all other papal 
deerees, this i ne against divorce, was simply intended as 

a measure for raising money and will be obeyed, literally, 
only by those who are unable through poverty to dis- 
regard it. 

Such a proceeding, however, is an insult to the American 
people. Through their legislative assemblies, laws have 
been enacted ami printed on the statute hooks, authorizing, 
regulating and providing for divorce. The pope and his 
clergy have set themselves above the statute law. They 
say, by implication, that our laws are wrong and members 
of Roman Catholic congregations are thus denied the pri- 
vilegei conferred upon them by law. provided they bold 
the church in higher regard than they do the law. But 
Catholic and ProteatantS alike irrespective of their church 
decree-, will sivk divorce when statutory grounds obtain 
and they are hound to unhappy wedlock, Bishop Matz, to 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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And why bis tirade against Socialism ! As ■ political 
palladium, Socialism is not responsible lor tka existence 
of divorot laws, a* thai laws obtained long before Social- 
ism secured the wide recognition accorded to it today. 
'J lie danger lign ooofn Iting the bishop lies in the fact 
thai once even a Catholic can be I ro zbt to a proper 
understanding of economic freedom, religious freedom will 
inevitably accompany it 

While the Blade does not undertake to advocate 
Boeialiam, ii would rather see and live in a Social- 
istic St;it«' than a Siaie in which "Christian Prin- 
ciples" prevailed ;b those principles are understood and 
would be applied by the Church of Rome, tf there was 
ever ■ ••cancer eating the heart out of the American people" 
that cancer i- represented bj the orthodox Christian church, 
of which Bishop Mats is a worthy and fitting representa- 
tive) The day is too far gone, the light of liberty too far 

advanced in the political heaven- of our republic to ever 
again admit of a return to Christian principles and give 
the clergy unlimited power and authority over the people 
in both public and private affairs. This i- the sole ambi- 
tion of the clergy. Their ways are not the ways of the 
people. Their interests are not in common. The advance- 
ment of the clergy is a detriment ami a hurt to the people. 
If it be true that 66,000 people, annually, in Americ a, 

fall victims to the "cancer <>f divorce" it i- equally true 

that multiplied million- daily fall victim.- to the rapacious, 
cruel and grasping greed of the church. As moral tenden- 
cies demand the greatest possible happiness for the great 1 
Sal possible number-, the American people would he far 
happier, and their liberties more secure, to permit their 

divorce laws to remain, to encourage and foster the growth 
of Socialism, and to destroy the church power once for all. 



PROF. FOSTER A\ AT ill! I ST. 



Atheism, ever the recognized and admitted correlative 
of education has developed in an unexpected quarter of 
the University of Chicago, resulting in the transfer of 
Prof. George Burnam Foster from a position <>f promin- 
ence and influence in what is known a- the divinity school 
lo a mere professorship in the department of sociology. 

It appears that about eighteen months ago Prof. Foster 

wrote ami published a hook entitled the "Finality of the 
Christian Religion" to which the more orthodox members 
of the faculty have taken exceptions. A storm of vigorous 
protest was aroused and the offioials of the University 
bad to take serious notice. It was fitting dial they should 
for in bis work Prof. Foster gives utterance fo the itate 
ment, startling, indeed, for a divinity teacher, thai "God 
did not make man, hut man made <iod" and followed it 

up by asserting that ••the example of Jesus is no longer 

worthy of civilization." 

Once the hook had been launched upon the tea of litera- 
ture it was fiercely criticised by bis brethren from all sides. 
Find was added to the BuDM by Prof Foster maintain 
ing a running fire upon them through the medium of lec- 



ture- ami magazine articles, and, at last, driven to sheer 

desperation, unable to answer him, they started upon the 

customary arts of abuse ami ridicule, protest, < tplainl 

and boycott, until the orthodox, advocates succeeded in 

having him put in a position wherein he could no longer 
mold the mind ami diapo the thoughts of divinity Students 

in the university. 

Rev. Johnston Myers, pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist 

church in Chicago, ami formerly of the Ninth Street Bap- 

ti-i church in Cincinnati, and has recently been made 
one of the trustees of the divinity school at the university, 

denounced Foster as an Atheist, a mere notoriety seeker, 
demanded his removal from the faeultjj in the name of the 
Baptisl church, and even -<» far as to predict a failure 
in the -ale of the hook. This professional sky-pilot should 
not allow himself to speak with to much feeling: and bitter- 
ness, foT those who have known him also know lhal no man 
in the American pulpit of today i- so persistent a -eeker 
after notoriety than is John-ton Myers. As a fledgling, 
or gosling preacher, without merit or ability worthy of the 
name, he sought to ride into notoriety by abusing the late 
Co), [ngersoll, preaching upon him from his pulpit, and 
it was the good fortune of the Blade's editor to make a 
public reply to his strictures on the platform in Cincinnati 

before the Ohio Liberal Society, to which Johnston Myers 

dare not offer a reply, although invited to do -o. Kvery 

public man of prominence was assailed by him in the 

expectation of shining by a borrowed light And to think 
lhal such a man should have the temerity and audacity to 

accuse one Immensely superior to himself in Intellect, of 

being a notoriety seeker, is much like some -< M of Ham 
calling a white man black. 

That Prof. Foster i- all atheist does credit to bis intel- 
lectual manhood, his candor and courage of expression. 
It does further credit to him that other IJaptist ministers 
have joined in the hue and cry for his removal, for the rea- 
son that their action gives evidence of the fad that they 
fear him, fear his influence, and they are not so blind but 

they can foresee what the resull of bis teaching would Ik; 

and its effects upon the congregations of future Baptist 

churches. 

Put when Johnston Myers insists that •"the Foster sen- 
sation is over and the people are forgetting bint," hi' is hut 
expressing a wish in his own mind that it might he -o. He 
i- like the proverbial ostrich. lie \< simply hiding bis 
head beneath the cover of his pulpit and because he cannoi 

-ee those before him, he vainly imagines that Foster is 
forgotten. X" thinker can he forgotten so long a- his 
thought re-echoes down the ages. The thoughts to which 

Prof. Foster has given utterance are like some giant 
pyramids compared with the inane, drifting -amis of 
Speech thai (low from Baptisl pulpits, ami will be seen, 
read and understood by posterity when the Baptist pulpits 
are no more and the John-ton Myerses are all forgotten. 

In this respect, a- if to prove the truth of our opinion 
concerning the standing of Prof. Foster, we have but to 
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quote his own words, when asked for a statement on the 
subject lie said, in part: 

"It is true that I am no longer connected with the divin- 
ity scl I, hut it is not true that anyone forced me out. 

There was no need to force me out of that department, for 
I did dot want to l>e in it any longer. I. myself, asked 

!'->r the transfer, although I am sure these preachers are 
welcome to gloat over it as my downfall, if they care to." 

These are brave words, and they are bravely spoken. 
Prof. Foster indicates thereby that he knows Cull well the 
kind of tattle preachers are. It is an admission that he 
has rubbed against (hem and has knowingly stroked the fur 
the wrong way in order to make the sparks fly. He know* 
they will gloat over any man's "downfall" if he only (tares 
to intimate that they do not know it all. That he did not 

wish to longer remain in a department that .'.id violence 

to truth, for a cash consideration, gives one a fair estimate 
of his character. When the world begins to sit in judg 
ment it will give commendation to Prof. Foster and con- 
demnation to those of his critics who have thus sought r i 
deal unfairly by him. 



FIMTOIIIAh POTPOURI. 



Death has once more broken the thin lines of the Old 

guard of Freethinkers in America, by laying rnthlesa hand 

upon .Indue Charles I!. Waite. of Chicago, March 25th, 

Mat His demise came after a lingering illness. A 
month ago the Blade had been advised that lie WM con 
tilled to his bed by reason of a severe cold, hut his -real 
age prevented a recovery, ami on the date named he fell 
into the quiet and eternal sleep of death. 

About three months ago the Blade published his picture 

and gave a brief sketch of his life, and words fail to pro- 
duce the encomium we would pronounce upon him. Brave, 
fearless, courageous in prosecuting the wrong and defend- 
ing the right; manly in his advocacy of i null. Judge 
Waite won the admiration of all who knew him ami our 

cause has lost another valuable champion in bis demise. 
• * # * 

Press dispatches announce the death of W. ( I, Frew, of 

Coshocton, Ohio, a pronounced and admitted Freethinker, 
whose fnnenl was recently conducted without prayer or 

hymn. Personal frienda gathered about the bier, and 
while admitting in their talks, his unbelief in Christianity 
am! its Implications, committed him to the care of god, a 
sort of travesty upon the life and character of their friend. 
The beat testimonial the speakers gave him were in the 

statements that while he differed with them in orthodox 
beliefs, "he was always right on the great moral issues," 
and that "his creed was to pluck a weed and to plant a 
flower wherever a flower would grow." His whole life 

was a Freetbougbt argument, stronger by reason of iis con- 
sisting in deeds rather than spoken words. 

* * * 

While on our lecture tour through Ohio, tlf Cleveland 



News asked the Blade's editor for an interview on the 
subject of "Living as Christ would live," which was given 
ami published. Since that time a wide agitation has Wen 
given the subject Now comes Bishop Warren A. Chand- 
ler, presiding over the Baltimore Conference of the If. K. 
Church, .South, and expresses his professional opinion 
thai any attempt in these days to live as Christ would live 
must end in failure. He adds that "all who hnve tried 
these plana have ended by becoming morbid, "from Thomas 
a Basket, down." Mo stronger argument could he offered 

by any apostle of Freethought against orthodox Christiani- 
ty, than the Bishop has given. The whole tr nd of rcliir- 
lon is to blot out the joy, ,,f life and render humanity 
morbid ami tit subjects for the church, through its clergy, 

t<> prey upon. That humanity cannot live right, he happy, 

bright and cheerful, by living aa Christ lived, i- proof pos- 
itive that the character of Christ and the religion buih 
upon it, is out of joint with the times and can he profitably 

dispensed with. dune again, Bishop. 

* * * 

Rev. Martin Johnson, aged l" years, a Baptist preacher, 
on tlie night of March 22nd, last, shot and killed Rev. Sol- 
omon Odell, a Presbyterian preacher, in a qffarre] over 
rival telephone systems in which they were respectively 
Interested. The killing took place at Russ, in Laclede 
county, Ohio. An effort was being made to consolidate 
the rival companies and a joint meeting had been held at 
which the preachers were present, Some remarks pass, ,], 
and as soon as the preachers got outside, Johnson pulled a 
revolver and -hot Odell, killing him instantly. How 
gli rious is the influence of religion even on tin mind of a 
preacher ! 

* * « 

The editorial writer on the Ohio State Journal may he 
well versed in the arts of newspapare criticism, hut when 
he undertakes indulgence in theological controversy, or at- 
tempts to discuss patriotism, lie is as hut a mere child in 
the veriest kindergarten. He says: "It is our business 

to say that this republic is huill upon the idea that Cod 

reigns ami true patriotism consists in recognizing that fact 

in our words ami act-." It is not true that the American 
republic is SOW or ever wa- built 1 1 1 »- -i i the idea* of god, or 
his supposed reign. On the contrary, its founders denied 
the doctrine of divine rights for priest and king. It is a 
republic of man, built by man for man. however perverted 

the church maj strive to make it. But the Journal man in- 
sists, any person who finds himself in an attitude of mind 
differing from his own. is ''engaged in a sort of treason to 
the Commonwealth," and this is the rankest kind of egoism, 

superstition and idolatry. It is the doctrine of having to 
believe as I believe or he damned and get denounced as a 
traitor. It is Ignorance, per se, It is tyranny apoth- 
eosized. The real traitors to the republic are those who 
Would subvert its principles of religious and political lib- 
erty and convert its sovereign citizens into bumble and 

suppliant slaves to a debasing superstition. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Bkoutjung oi Sbookb Past 01 tma Gbxat Wobb, am. 

a Discission 01 .Man's Ki.i.aiio.ns TO Man. — 
EVOLUTION AS Ari'LIKl) to Sociology. 



(By Dr. A. Hausman.) 
Laws merely express the opinion of one or a lew persons 
endorsed by the majority of chosen sssomhlios. They 

may be right or WTODg. They arc right M far as tiny are 

t he exponent of necessity j they are wrong if they interfere 
unnecessarily with personal liberty, with acta that do not 
injure anybody. As the first indication of pro gress in 
every country of the world, we find the guarantee of re- 
ligion! liberty, <>r in other words, the acknowledgment of 
truth, because intellectual compulsion cannot exist. No 
law in the world can alter or revert a mental c., miction; 
all it can do is to compel a peMOB to conceal bin ideal and 
become a hypocrite. In regard to the freedom of mind, 
the laws of the civilized countries are nearly alike and do 
not leave much to be desired. It is but seldom that our 
liberal conscience come- into conllict with any existing law, 
but it may happen, as I demonstrated from personal ex- 
perience. J hit it is to be feared that this conflict may 
occur more often if the fanatics of the various churches, 
representing the smaller Intellect but the largest numbers, 
should succeed in forcing their ideas of Sunday, etc., upon 
the people differing from their narrow views. All they 
can accomplish is the encouragement of hypocri-y ; no man 
is bound by duty to his fellow-men to obey laws emanating 
from ignorance and bigotry; it is a question of convenience 
whether one may dare; to disregard such laws with impun- 
ity. Here is the difference in the conception of right: If 
there was one religious devotee among ten thousand liberals, 
they would laoredly respect his privilege to worship hi- god 

on any day he pleases, but if there are but LWO fanatics 
strong enough to compel one liberal to perform their rites, 
they will do SO pretending that their superior brutal force 
means the will of god. 

Laws cannot protect life or property; the security of both 
lepends upon the moral lew oi the majority, and if that is 

broken by an individual, the law can only deal with the 
accomplished fact; it can never restore destroyed life or 
property. A review of all the best laws would undoubted 
ly reveal some stupid and unjust acts (for instance, the 
prohibition of marriage b et w ee n brother ami lister-in law, 
in England) but as this book is not intended for a revision 
of the statutes, it must be confined tO establishing the nat 
ural basis for all right, the infallible moral principle of all 
law. If observed, the laws are right and must be obeyed : 
iisregarded, they are wrong and it is not a question of 
norals, but of convenience, whether to obey them or not. 

The proverb: "Nobody can be his own judge," ought 
to read: '"Everybody shall be his own judge." iio 



.should consider that no deed can be made undone. If 
there were not many people who guide their actions by 
this standard, law would be powerless to prevent a social 
chaos. 

OHAPTEB X. 

Law oi LabOK — Division ok Lamm.— MoBBY. — MSBTAfc 

an n rn y sic a i Labob. — Psoras, nr. — In w l a lit t 
99 Bo^skssion. — Lamb abb Uami a. 

Laiiok is a Law 01 NaTOBB. Even where nature's 
gifts are gratuitous, it rctpiires labor lo gather them. A 
paradise in which man could dream away bis life in 
pleasant idleness, without any work and without an> care, 
has never existed and will never exist Even the animals 
must work, and if they live in OOBUUUBities, must conform 
with a principle characteristic of life, which we know al- 
ready as the most powerful factor in the evolution of one 
individual as well as a community. This most important 
biological law is "Division of labor" and its necessity is 
based upon the .same mechanical conditions as the struggle 
of existence, the relation of numbers to space and time. 
From the fact that the manifold natural products which 
are required for that condition of life known as civilisation, 
are never found close together in any place, it follows that 
co-operative labor is necessary to procure them. Hut not 
only in regard to quality, but also to quantity, does this 
principle exert a p ow e rf ul inlliience upon <he result of 
labor. In conformity with the principle of adaptability 
and variability, an individual attains a certain skill by 
performing a certain task and the result is increase of 
production. This law applies as well t.> physical as 
menial work. With savages, living in a primitive state 
of society, the simple character of the tt rli 10 be pcrf inned 

for the preservation of the conn.:, a', y docs n t require a 

minute division of labor among the UU'luLcre, bill with the 

development of higher cultuf •, the necessity I if di i ion 
of social functions increases. i ho technical skill required 
for mechanical work ami the immense material repr - t 
ing the scientific professions « f I > lay, Dllllco i' impo i !' 
for one to consider all the branches ef cither division of 
labor. Thus has the mechanical effect of this principle 

made men dependent of each other's work for the necessities 
and comforts of life, and has created a common interest 
among ail individuals comprising a slate or community. 
Since no single pCTSOfl produces the necessities of life by 
the work of his ow n hands, it follows that he must exchange 
the product of his labor against the products of the industry 
of others, because the contributions of many occupations 
are required to supply our manifold wauls. We all 
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must have food, clothes snd shelter. They form the basis 
of happiness; without them such a condition is impossible; 
want ami contentment exclude each other IUbu light and 
darkness. These Conditions arc the same for all men, 

however the Addition*] wants constituting refinement and 
luxury, may differ. Taking this absolute postulation as 
the basis of society, it will be easily understood, that for 
every person who does not contribute anything to the wel- 
fare of society himself, somebody else must per f orm the 
work Been try for his support. 

On the basis of the iniiiiutable laws of labor and division 
of labor We can readily understand the significance and 
necessity of a peculiar device for the exchange of the 
various product! of labor between individuals ;md nations, 
which originated simultaneously with the progressive 
eVolntlon of mankind and has existed ever since some races 
became civilized, Mom:v. W'hnt is monvij' Although 
everybody handles it daily, its true character is not gener- 
ally understood, and great financial calamities have been 
wrought upon nations by financial operations bated on 
an erroneous conception of money. We meet examine 
the part it plavs it national economy, together with those 
laws, in order to comprehend fully and correctly its 
meaning. All men depend on the same material sub- 
stance, for the •ustenance of life, for food, clothing ami 
shelter, which can onlv be produced by physical labor. 

Considering the multifarious occupations, it is obvious 
thai many are not devoted to the production of the immo- * 
djate wants of life, and it follows with absolute necessity 
that -nine one el-e must furnish the means to live for those 
who themselves do not produce them. This simple rela- 
tion forms the immutable natural basis of society and the 
key for the comprehension of the social question. Taking 
Into consideration how many bands contributed to produce 

the material needs of life, it will be easily understood that 
a direi i ( xchange of the products of labor must be an utter 
Impossibility, and the employment of some medium to 
mediate ibis exchange, an absolute necessity. Hut money 

is not merely a medium to effect an exchange of material 

value, it has | broader significance. Since no material 
value exist! without labor, but much labor does not 000- 
Iribute to the material wealth of the people, money is the 

standard for (he value of labor, Every state represents 
a social! but not ■ communistic common-wealth. The 
amount i f money ■ people possesses represents the total 

Value of its material possessions, and the amount each iu- 

divi Inal has, or receives as an equivalent for his labor, 

re* resent- I ; s |hi n . of the common wealth. Aside of 
the role it | lays u o r social affairs, money is worthless; 
it his no material value at all. A man with all the money 
of the world confined on | barren island would die a miser- 
able death. In itself, it is immaterial what substance 
nerves as ;i standard, but it is certainly not without some 
good cause that gold and silver have hi conic the universal 
medium all over the world. To their physical qualities 
Wf have to look as the cause why these metals have been 



preferred. Owing to the selfishness of' man, it was neces- 
sary that the substance must not be too common, too easily 
obtainable, hut likewise not too scarce; must be of con- 
spicuous color, sufficiently durable, but not too difficult to 
handle. There is no other metal that possesses these re- 
quirements in such a measure as gold, and next to it, silver. 
Undoubtedly, the physical properties and topographical 
distribution or geological occurrence of these metals led 
naturally to their adoption a- a cosmopolitan standard. 
Gold especially is mostly found in a native state on the 
surface of the earth, and was probably discovered and 
known before any other metal. Besides their supreme 
importance as a stun lard of value, and their bright colors, 
they are in regard to usefulness inferior to most other 
metals. To speak of gold £r silver as having an intrinsic 
value, is Donsense, for except as money or ornament, they 
are far less useful than iron. To social laws they owe 
their importance. 

In using money as a standard, it seems preferable to 
assume it- stability, and -peak of fluctuations of the value 
it represents, instead of a change in the value of money. 
Supposing a nation has a billion dollars of gold in circula- 
tion; this amount represents a fixed weight, while the 
amount of material value for which it is the equivalent, 
is continually varying. If one dollar, for instance buys 
Kit) parts of one kind of value and fifty of another, and the 
tiexf day tlii- proportion is reversed, it would be foolish to 
say that the dollar had diminished and increased in value 
at the same time; but it would be correct to -ay that the 
relative value of the two kinds of goods has changed, and 

this change is expressed by the fractional parts of the 

unit, the fixed weight of the coin. If two walls are five 
and ten feet high respectively, and the first one is raised 
to fifteen while the other remains at ten. it would be 
wrong to say that the tape lino by which they were measur- 
ed had changed. 

OoUl <>!! BlLVXa! Only a short t'nie ago the money 
question attracted considerable attention and formed the 
principal topic in the newspapers. Hi gill, hi silver, 
was the War-CTy of the parties who fought for their opinion 

with much seal and acrimony both in the paper* and in the 
legislative halls. hi all these controversies and discus- 
sions, the respective partie- fail to go to the bottom of the 
question. They consider onlv the subordinate part of the 
problem, the material of the money apart from its signif- 
icance as standard of labor. 

( To be continued) 



.lust before going to press the Blade received informa- 
tion of the death of Harris Hoover, whose picture and 

biography appeared in the issue of January '■'<. last. He 
died on the 17th Inst, and was buried two days later at 
Kirk, Ark. Paralysis was the proximate cause, although 
other complications had set in. Through the long years of 

his illness and in his death, the cause of Ft thought has 

lost another capable and willing advocate. 
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!.„„ ,. r with our Krw and lti»lructiva Harden Uuida. 

UKKAT NOKTIIKKN IUD CO. 
1551 Kose St. Kockfurd. IIUih.Ih 





TO MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 



TO-MORROW does not draw its inspira- 
tion from Tradition, Mysticism, Super- 
stition or Custom. It is 
A Journal of Rationalism. 
Dealing with the questions of Life from the 
Imptnooal standpoint, and accepting the 
scientitic interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for those who are 
partisan,— not for t-liose who are wedded 
to some pet belief or ism,— not tor those 
who are governed by fear of God or of 
I'nblic Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Free Souls, - for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send 15 cents for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
10c the Copy. $100 the Year. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
130 K. 66th St., CHICAGO, ILL. 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to BupcrsM- 
tlon and grafi, as It Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, m< dical legislation 
and the administration of drug.s to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure if the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we llgure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER, 

415 Crocker b... Los Angeles, Calif. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 
OK 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

i ,u- BUM being short ".notations froo 
"Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless- 
ed Savior," "Haalain's Ass," "Mary Christ", 
"OUI Friend, he Devil," and ottier person 
ages of sacred memory. 

I'liese are suitable for slicking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
Hie most good in spreading the "glad tld 
lag! of great joy." 

Until April 1. 1909, address— 

FRANKLIN HKAI-D. 

Clrcleville. Ohlu 



Do You Believe 

That We Humans are as Important a, 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pupa? 

Do yo'i believe that we "grown -upa, 

and eve,i the Children, should know »- 
much about oum-hes of we know abov 
Fl*he.<. Plow. r« an I Fiogs? 

Do you believe In Belter Kx'geny, a More 
Kl' vnteil Race tmywav . 

If so, F*nd I 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St.. Los Angetes, California, U. S. t 
Samples ten cents. Trial three monthi 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3 
cents st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradlc 
lions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lusit he thing to pass around among 
>our religious rrlends to "Jarr their faltl 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, IB 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ. 

1112 Eddy Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

SEEDS 

r BUCKBEE'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER 

/u.d« to build Near llu.i... a.. A trial will 
r I'io our ^ruiaueut customer. 

, priM Collection K^aSfej 

lml (UtABANTKI'.U TO FLEAxE. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 
{ SEND 10 CENTS " bl 

1 loovar po.lt, • and pack Inland racalia Ifcla MMPH 



H.W. Buckbee. 



.i tiii Baal wilnln u( head,, Planu. >M 

58 "MoW.'AL 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE 




Some Valuable Suggestions. 



BROOKLYN, CONN.— 1 guess WW 
riglit about that Lecture Hunan. II"!"' VOU 
will work toward it, if you ran. One of 
N r members, Daniel Austin, (for many 
years a freethinker and reader of Truth 
leaker) made us a visii, staying here over 
last Sunday. He proved getting up a he 
ture on Kvolutlon: he is something of an 
artist, and intended to paint a number of 
lifMlM pictures showing the development 
of man, etc.. to illustrate his lecture. I rM I 
him your letter; he saw at once that he 
couldn't earn his living that way. Hfl III 
tends to find work to earn his living so as 
to have some spar:- time lor painting and 
preparing that lecture, hoping to find op- 
portunity sometime, somewhere to use it 
Years ago. |M took part in discussions: ami 
he with Secretary Truheart had been pre 
paring for a live discussion with an Adv. Ql 
preacher at Plain vllle. Connecticut!, hut the 
Advent backed-out before the date m( 
Austin and Tdulnart were in the Philli- 
piOM War togi tin r. Triii'heart's health 
has given out from Diabetes, and he has gone 

■tmowhore in York state to be with frlendi 

there. I'm sorry to lose him. He was a 
good Symposium writer and Secretary. 

I'm very glad you have taken up the 
Correspondence Course again. I like wha' 
you have ileclded upon, as far as It goes. 

Unit it looks meagre compared to the plan 
last, year.) 

1 wish I had time to write articles for the 
ltlue draaa Blade to help it on: but Pre 

begun cleaning this big house, md can't 
write even one finished article now, perhnps 
some suggestions might be worked over bv 
you. Make arrangements with the pub 
UalK r* to supply you with tho* nature- 
study lK)oks; advert iso them in the Blade, 
etc. Then you will know how many stu- 
dents you have. Some will buy a book for 
young people and urge them to study it. 
IWffl buy a Geology. I don't understand that 
as well as I should. 

The examination questions once a month 
Is right enough: but why not hare a page 

every mootb on the Correspondence Cowm, 

to Incn ase Interest ; encourage the stir 
dents supply helps not found In thoee books. 
Invite whoever Is competent to send In 
articles to help along the Nature Study, and 
keep up the Interest, llcsldrs this I propose 
that all the students be encouraged to male 
use of what they learn, by teaching It to 



others every Sunday. Suppose one hundred 
each bought one book, and by Its aid. 
started a Sunday Xat tire-Study Class. Tha" 
is just what is Beaded in place of Bibb' 
study, and lots would like It too. Bnppofl 
another one hundred each wrote article* 
for some local paper, from wtat they learn- 
ed in those books; each thus would lead i 
thousand or more, (the subscriber.; to thai 
local paper) to learn about nature's law. etc. 

All Preethlnkeri have become mob in 

observation or study Of Nature: and Sliding 
It did not agree with the bible, they dropped 
the latter and became Freethinkers. 

HOM Freethinkers and liberal papers only 
fight the bible and the Christians; Nature- 
Study md study of mankind In place of the 
Bible is what is Bead* d everywhere. Lead, 
guide, push it to the front. It mav "take" 
slowly at first; but If we keop at it, It will 
keep gaining headway: for the realities 
have proofs, which n llglon has not, and 
Nature must win. 

It seems to me a page or two pages de- 
voted to this Nature-Study Correspondence 
Course, every week, will make the Blu«? 
Org s lllade so much mora valuable that It 
will win many more subscribers thereby. 

Teaeh us all something worth learning and 
Interesting and set us to teaching others 
ELIZA MOWI1Y KUVKN. 



On the Emergency List. 

The writer of the following tins been cred- 
ited for two years on our lists out of tlv 
Emergency Fund. Name and residence \t 
withheld (Ed.) 

IOWA. As I have been slrk more or les- 
for OVar I rear I will have to ask you to 
slop the Blade for the present. I am n-t 
able to pay up and It Is hard telling when 
I will be. I have not earned a cut since 
November. 1PM, 1 was in hope I could paj 
a little at a time until I had the debt can 
Celled hut every time 1 got a few pennies II 

learned i had to bu% medicine or ■omething 

else. 

I am troubled with what the doctor calls 

tnberonloeti of the throat, although i think 

I am Improving a little now It will he a 
lorn; time before 1 am well. I do hnte to 
hear the paper stop as it Is the best of 
Its kind I ever saw ami seems to be Im- 
proving all the time. 

Just as soon as I get able I will pay up 
and start taking the paper again as I do 
not want to Incur any mare debt thnn I can 



help. Hoping you will excuse this long let 
ter and wishing you and the Blade success, 
I remain yours truly 



THE WHEEL OF L'FE. 

A Monthly Paper Published by 
Life Publishing Co. St. ol.uls. Mo. 

Edited by W. C. Cope. 



DEALS WITH ORIGINS. 



The origin of Marriage, of Lthics, of Re 
Itgton, of Brotherhood, of the belief In Im- 
mortality. It treats broau.y of Love, ot 
tinman Instincts nnu Ideals. It takes In 
the whole n\ heel of Life, treating all sub- 
.pcs In such a clear, pliin and "-nicy way 
that the dust Is shaken out and they be- 
come as interesting as a novel to ev^n th« 
casual reader. Send 10 cents for a .-ill 
months trial subscription, or quarter for 
a year, to the Life Pub. Co., St. Iritis. Mo 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE, Polishers, 

Box Ml, Lexington. Kv 

rUC PROCESSION of PLANFTQ 

I 1 1 I) llii cat 11 Nl » BOOK II TOU ■» * 
t :■ ■ hi : .. iru ems, ttl . to ue Mrtwrior a 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 



This is the Greatest Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in hook form by the Blue Grass Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 



$2.00 



$2.00 



Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 



The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now 



Subscribe Now 



JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



FREE TRIP to the 
PACIFIC COAST 




ARE YOU ONZ 

of,!,, many thous- 
ands who w;»rt to 
explore tins W 
derland 1111 

SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 



..J a new 
department, whose 
•pecial work it it 
to put within the 
1 of every one an opportunity to 
see the FAR WEST. Wr,te for 
Sample Copy. :: :: :: :: :: 

For full particulars addrua 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Buildinfl, San Francisco, Cal. 



WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 



POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 




Birmingham 

Knoiville 

Asbville 



New Orleans 



Texas Points 
For rates and printed matter, ad- 
dress 

W v 0. Sinearson. G P. A., 



Give E'm Fits. 



That's what "Tim 
■CARUCT .-n m • 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel. SjOU in 1 lie 
loices of bigotry and 
pi-i Mill Inn And the sec 
lllur press o| the ronnlrv 
gonileil by the churrl 
■lenient, la throwing a 
over It. loo. No othsf 
novel of this decade h:is 
been so widely and no 
bitterly denounced l>y 
orthodnx I'HtttS — which 
Is sufficient p' oof thst It 
Is all right It has ere 
ated n tetmatlon In con- 
servative circles and 
aused consternatloB 
among the clergy. 

It Is enthuslastlcall; 
endorsed by leadlnj 
Knelt hlnkers through 
out the world. You al 

know how Hurt can write and In this book 
he is at his best. It Is an elegant volume. 
(It to ornament ths finest library; contalnlns 
422 pages, printed on heavy egg-shell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $160. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Ky. 




